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“Every generation has a revolution,” Thomas Jefferson

The revolution of this generation is entrepreneurship

The Economist

Special Report on Entrepreneurship

Mar 12th, 2009Mar 12th, 2009



Fastest growing genomics company

$ 650M Revenue

Tufts license



In the US, startups have created most of the jobs in the last 

two decades



1. Can we predict which companies will be successful before they even start up?

2. How do multinationals the concept of open innovation and entrepreneurship as 
an opportunity for:

-branding, 

-talent sourcing, 

-market generation and-market generation and

-outsourcing innovation?



1. The founding team



ChatRoulette created by Andrey Ternovskiy, 17; 

Facebook by Mark Zuckerberg, 19; 

Firefox, its creator Blake Ross, 17





BILL GATES

Founded Microsoft at 19 yrs old

Harvard University
$53 Billion Net Worth 





MARK ZUCKERBERG

Founded Facebook at 19 yrs old

Harvard University
$4 Billion Net Worth 



Before Now





Jeff Skoll

Founded Ebay at age 26

Stanford University
$2 Billion Net Worth 





SERGEY BRIN

Founded Google at 25 yrs old

Stanford University
$17,5 Billion Net Worth 



Before Now





WARREN BUFFET

Berkshire Hathaway

University of Nebraska
$62 Billion Net Worth 





EVAN WILLIAMS

Founded Twitter at yrs old

Nebraska University
Twitter valued at $1 Billion



Before Now



CoolDorky



Silicon Valley entrepreneurs:

�Don’t ask for permission

�Challenge pre-existing norms and rules:

“A healthy disregard for the impossible”, Larry Page

�Don’t expect a linear path

�Take bounded risks

�Accept failure�Accept failure

“Resume of failures”, When to quit?

�Are very lucky

“The harder you work, the luckier you get”

�Value reputation and in building long term professional 

relationships

What I wish I knew when I was 20

-Tina Seelig



2. The metrics



Scores: Graph



Indexes



http://bwnt.businessweek.com/interactive_reports/tech_startups_you_should_know_2009/index.asp sortCol=younoodle&sortOrder=1&pageNum=1&resultNum=50





http://uk.techcrunch.com/2009/07/10/the-techcrunch-europe-top-100-index/



http://venturebeat.com/



http://www.sfgate.com/business/





3. The campaigns and community



“What is appealing about YouNoodle to me is the university 

connection,” said Mr. Leeman, an entrepreneur turned angel investor. 

“There are at least half a dozen stories of two grad students from 

Stanford starting something that turns into something wonderful.” 

Even though he attended Stanford and lives near the campus, “it’s 

difficult to get access to what the students are doing,” he said.







The World, noodled up.

YouNoodle.com 

unique visits

Jan 15 to Feb 14, 2010

Total 1.47m from

211 countries



Educational Games
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